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23 September 1954
‘JURRENT SOVIET POLICY AGAINST GERMAN REARMAMENT

gecent Soviet diplosatic moves and propaganda statemests show UB8HK
placing heavy reliance on public pressure in Western Europe to force
changes, or at least ipdeciston and imaction, im official policies
on German rearmament, The method is to drive a wedge betweeun public
opiniocns and govermments. ﬁgst.nf the ¥resch Bocizlists and many
ritish Socialists are opposed to Gersan rearaanent, st least without
very strict éoatncia, shile the West Germas Bocialists fear that it
w#ill seal the permanent divisiom of Germany. For these varying
reapons, these groups favor a mew attempt at segotiatiag with the
soviet Union prior to any fimal decision os rearaning of West Germany.
The § September press statenest issued by the Bovist Foreign
#intstry om European secerity and Germas rearsament is mosSt recent
exauple of Soviet tactic,
A, It was intended as a clear restatement of Boviest oppositios to
sny form of Westi German rearmaneat.
8, Iits wordinsg shows UEBSR comtisuves to rely oa the Fremch as the

principal means of blocking West Uerman rosrmament,
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C., It suggests that USSR does mot comsider any major conceasions
secessary at this time to bhesd off rearmasent. It conmtaliss
ne new substantive lise,

Frasce: Hoscow's aim is to cullivate support of the Nendes-France

goversment for Sovist plams for Cermasy amd Buropean security.

A. Its method is to offer sufficient bait so that the Freach will
be emcouraged to continue their search for altersative to Wost
Germsp rearsamsent, mainsly through segotiations with the USSR,

1. Cosmunist concessions at Geneva after fall of lasniel govers-
went m ' ¥Fremch Commusists' support of Nendes-France re-
flect Moscod's inteantiom to rely oa Freach goveraaest as
wain instrumsot of its ocampaigs to block ¥West Germas
rearuanent amd integration, -

E. Moscow's latest _overtures to Paris carefully timed to influence
EDC vote:

1. Polish offer, 35 August, of treaty of frissdship and

wutual sssistance.
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iv.

saw large measure of agrecuest between sSoviet amd Freach

positicooe oD disarmament, This approach obviously mimed at

¥rench elements who see prospect of a disarmsament agreeuent

as best excuse for postpoaing action on German resguanest.

Gritain: loscow regards ieft-¥ing Labor opimion as most promisisg

tield for gemeratisg appositios to goverament's policy.

A, Pravda‘'s 9 September blast at Attlee am attempt to discredit

o

uis leadership and gquslified support for Gersan rearmanent.

n, X0SCOW exXpressisg approvai of Bevanmite position on rearmament.

purisg Labor visit to Woscow, Soviet leaders smubbed Attlee,

and concentrated their attsantion on Bevasn.

Germany: Hoscow Bas attewpted to discredit Adensuer's Westiters

orientation by offeriag dest Gerwaass hope of reunification, Aim

is to escourage Framco-Gersan hostility asd ultimately to brimg

about reorientation which would substitute reunification lour
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destern integration as central objective of BoRD governmeni.

%, uomcow has repeatedly bamwered at thewe that EUC or amy other
fors of German rearmament would persasesntly seal the partition
of Cernany.

w, Since Herlin, HOBCOW has moved guickly to eshance prestige and
ostensible freedom of East Q.rnaa regime in order to prowcie it
as a partper for all-Germas and isteraational negotiations and
kindle WNest Gerans frustiration with lack of sovereignty.

1. UEBK granted sgovereigaty” to GUR ob 46 darch, aboiisbed all
soviet occupation legislatioa on political, econonic and
cultural watiers on 6 August, and bas encouragec casi-West
L.ermsan cantacta.'

. ¥oscow proceeding cautiously t0 SRCOUTAR® deut Cersan sentimeati
tor closer relatioms wiih USSR, MKalenkov has expressed suppori

for sconomic, cultural tles.
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